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OUR FOUNDERS’

This guide contains the information necessary to 
visit the final resting places of the seven founding 

members of FarmHouse Fraternity.
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IN JANUARY 2013, then International President Rick Barnes 

(TT 82) innocently asked, “Where is Daddy Doane buried?” 

A great fan of history and my own family’s genealogical 

records, sheepishly I admitted I did not know. Consulting 

the archives on our Founder, while voluminous as to his life’s 

achievements and accolades, few details were contained 

as to his final resting place. Thus began a great 32-month 

FarmHouse family history project to locate, visit and 

memorialize the monuments of our seven founding fathers—

an adventure spanning roads coast to coast and returning to 

our founding site. 

As FarmHouse men we are keenly aware of and benefit 

from the great organization these seven men formed as 

young college students at the University of Missouri in 

1905. But we are not as aware of the remarkable lives and 

achievements following. We thank those who responded to 

the call to offer your own personal antidotes and reflections 

from your interactions and encounters with these great men. 

I thank the interest, research and assistance provided by 

many to locate these graves, in particular Tim Hadachek (KS 

07) and Thomas Marten (SIU 11). And to the many FarmHouse 

men who joined me in this journey, including Hadachek and 

Marten, as well as Drew Goering (KS 07), Justin Crowley (MN 

09), Dave Middleton (MO 71), Ray Schooley (KS 57), Shawn 

Eagleburger (IA 02), Darren Riskedal (IL 15), Dwight Raab 

(PU 80) and Darl Snyder (IA 42). 

The result of this journey to rediscover our Founding 

Fathers of FarmHouse is shared now, for the interest and 

benefit of our membership. We hope this record of the 

Founders’ final resting places might be a journey that you 

too follow someday, so as to pay your respects, to say thank 

you and to offer reverence to our founding seven along the 

FarmHouse monument road.
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From Davis, Calif. to Raleigh, N.C., the monument road 

stretches from the west coast to the east coast of the 

United States of America. The numbers on the above map 

correspond with the numbers on the key to the right.
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Melvin E. Sherwin, grave 
visited and memorialized 
February 10, 2013, Raleigh, N.C. 

H.H. Krusekopf, grave visited 
and memorialized April 15, 
2013, Columbia, Mo. 

Robert F. Howard, grave 
visited and memorialized July 
8, 2013, Wharton, Texas

D. Howard Doane, grave 
visited and memorialized 
April 15, 2014, Webb City, Mo. 

Claude B. Hutchinson, 
memorial site visited August 
14, 2014, Davis, Calif. 

Henry P. Rusk, grave visited 
and memorialized June 11, 
2015, Champaign, Ill. 

Earl W. Rusk, grave visited 
and memorialized October 
10, 2015, Redlands, Calif.

CLAUDE B. 
HUTCHISON

3

D. HOWARD 
DOANE

1

1883–1984
Webb City, Mo.

ROBERT F. 
HOWARD

2

1883–1963
Wharton, Texas

1885–1980
Davis, Calif.

HENRY H. 
KRUSEKOPF

4

1885–1979
Columbia, Mo.

EARL W.  
RUSK

5

1885–1965
Redlands, Calif.

HENRY P.  
RUSK

6

1885–1954
Champaign, Ill.

MELVIN E. 
SHERWIN

7

1881–1924 
Raleigh, N.C.

DATE VISITED AND 
MEMORIALIZED 

OVERVIEW OF THE 
FARMHOUSE FOUNDERS’ 

MONUMENTS
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D. HOWARD DOANE

1

1883–1984
Webb City, Mo.

D. HOWARD “DADDY” DOANE (1883–1984) was 

a true Renaissance man—a student, a teacher, a 

writer, a business man, a poet, a farmer, a public 

servant, a devout Christian. Most widely known 

as the founder and long-time chairman of the 

board of Doane Agricultural Services, which 

is the oldest and for decades was the largest 

farm management, appraisal and agricultural 

research organization in the United States. 

Among his many life accomplishments, Doane 

served on an agriculture task force appointed 

by President Herbert Hoover that was charged 

with reorganizing the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. 

 1883 Born on July 30, 1883, near MEXICO, N.Y.

 1888–93 Elementary school OMAHA, NEB. 

 1894–1904 Junior High and High School JOPLIN, MO. 

 1903–14 University of Missouri, student, director of farm  
  management program COLOMBIA, MO.

 1914–16 County agent and state-wide director of county agents,  
  CAPE GIRARDEAU COUNTY, MO. 

 1916–19 Farm loan director, Miss. Valley Trust Co., ST. LOUIS, MO. 

 1919–23 Founder, Doane Consulting Services, POPLAR BLUFF, MO.

 1923–63 Doane Agricultural Services, President/CEO and  
  Chairman of the Board, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

 1963–84 Retirement and College of the Ozarks teacher,  
  POINT LOOKOUT, MO.

 1984 Died on February 19, 1984, at age 100, in Branson, Mo. 

MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY
2830 Mt Hope Rd
Jasper County
Webb City, Missouri 64780

The plot is located 
in Section 14 of 
the cemetery. 
An office on-site 
may assist with 
plot identification 
during regular 
business hours.
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MONUMENT

He wrote four books and numerous articles for the leading 

agricultural journals and magazines. He provided leadership 

to dozens of civic and professional organizations throughout 

his lifetime. He received a bachelor’s in agriculture in 1908 and 

master’s in agriculture in 1909 at the University of Missouri. 

He received three honorary doctorates as well.
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Doane grave location, within section 14. The simple headstone 
is located in the second row from the drive between sections 14 
and 15. It faces the southwest and is near the base of a cedar/
pine tree and located alongside other Doane family markers.
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ROBERT F. HOWARD

2

1883–1963
Wharton, Texas

ROBERT F. HOWARD (1883–1963) spent the 

first 15 years of his professional career as an 

educator before owning and running a large 

beef cattle operation and commercial pecan 

farm in Texas for the better part of his life. 

Howard was a professor and chairman of the 

department of horticulture at the University 

of Nebraska from 1914–24 after teaching 

previously at the University of Missouri, 

Nebraska and Wisconsin. 

He moved to Wharton, Texas, in 1924, where he ran a 

2,000 acre ranch with cattle and thousands of pecan trees. 

He provided leadership to many local and statewide civic 

organizations and initiatives in Texas for the last 40 years of 

his life. Howard received his bachelor’s in agriculture from 

Missouri in 1908, a master’s in 1912, while teaching at the 

University of Nebraska.

MONUMENT

 1883 Born on February 16, 1883, in GRIFFIN, MO.

 1904–09 University of Missouri, student and teaching

 1909–12 University of Nebraska, graduate school

 1912–14 University of Wisconsin, horticulture professor

 1914–24 University of Nebraska, horticulture professor  
  and department head

 1924–63 Cattle operation, pecan and fruit tree orchard operations  
  and civic/community work, WHARTON COUNTY, TEXAS

 1963 Died on February 10, 1963, at age 79. 

The plot is approximately 20 
plots north from the entrance 
road (Alabama Rd) and 
two rows in from the west 
boundary fence row. 

The cemetery does not have 
a web site, but there is an 
on-site office in the chapel 
to assist with the grave site 
identification during regular 
business hours. 
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EVERGREEN MEMORIAL PARK
3511 E. Alabama Rd
Wharton County
Wharton, Texas 77488
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CLAUDE B. HUTCHISON

3

1885–1980
Davis, Calif.

CLAUDE B. HUTCHISON (1885–1980) was an 

educator for more than 40 years of his life, 

teaching at the University of Missouri, Cornell 

University, University of California-Davis, 

University of Nevada and spent more than 20 

years as a Vice President (1945–52) and Dean 

of Agriculture at the University of California-

Berkeley (1930–52). For four years in the 1920s, 

he was the associate director of agricultural 

education for Europe. 

In 1946, he was the chairman of an agricultural 

mission trip to China by the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. He retired from instruction in 

1954, serving his last two years as Dean of 

Agriculture at Nevada. From 1955–63, he served as mayor 

of Berkeley, Calif. Hutchison received honorary degrees from 

the University of Missouri, the University of Bulgaria and the 

University of California. 
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 1885 Born on April 9, 1885, near CHILLICOTHE, MO. 

 1904–08 University of Missouri, student 

 1908–13 Cornell University, master’s degree

 1913–16 Harvard University, master’s degree

 1916–22 Cornell University, faculty and teaching

 1922–24 University of California, professor of plant  
  breeding and director of the University farm at Davis

 1924–28 Director of Agricultural Education  
  for Europe, Rockefeller Foundation, New York

 1928–52 University of California, Professor of  
  Agriculture, Dean of the College of Agriculture  
  (Davis), Vice President of Academic Affairs and  
  Provost (Berkeley)

 1952–55 University of Nevada-Reno, Dean of Agriculture

 1955–63 Mayor, BERKELEY, CALIF. 

 1963–80 Retired in BERKELEY, CALIF. 

 1980 Died on August 25, 1980, at age 95. 

HUTCHISON DRIVE & 
HUTCHISON HALL
University of California–Davis
1 Shields Avenue
Davis, California 95616 

Hutchison was cremated and 
there is no known location 
of inurnment. Hutchison 
Drive and Hutchison Hall on 
the campus of the University 
of California–Davis are 
named in his honor/memory.
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HENRY H. KRUSEKOPF

4

1885–1979
Columbia, Mo.

HENRY H. KRUSEKOPF (1886–1979) was a 

leading expert on soils, spending 48 years as 

a professor and researcher in the College of 

Agriculture at the University of Missouri. He 

received his bachelor’s in agriculture in 1908 

and his master’s in 1916 from Missouri. He did 

graduate work at Illinois in 1931–32. 

He was the author of numerous publications 

and journals on soil development and soil 

survey. “Krusey” was a member of a number of 

scientific, honorary and professional societies. 

He also consulted a number of federal and 

international agencies on agriculture, flood 

control, forestry and Native American land 

claims. In his spare time, Krusekopf owned and 

operated a farm in southeast Missouri.

 1885 Born January 7, 1885

 1904–1908 University of Missouri, student

 1908–56 University of Missouri, faculty, distinguished  
  professor of agronomy

 1956–79 University of Missouri, professor emeritus. 

 1979 Died on July 26, 1979, Columbia, Mo., at age 94.T
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MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY
1217 Business Loop 70 West
Boone County
Columbia, Mo., 65202

Marker located in 
the southeast corner 
of the cemetery, 
Masonic Section A. 
An office on-site 
may assist with 
plot identification 
during regular 
business hours.

MONUMENT
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EARL W. RUSK

5

1885–1965
Redlands, Calif.

EARL W. “FARMER” RUSK (1885–1968) 

spent most of his career as a farmer and 

farm manager, yet enjoyed a variety of other 

professional interests. He briefly taught an 

animal husbandry course and served in the 

farm loan department of a large insurance 

company. He was farm service director of 

two Chicago radio station for four years, 

was agricultural agent for a railroad and was 

supervising salesman and farm service director 

for a rock phosphate company for 14 years. 

He raised hogs and cattle on a farm in the Missouri Ozarks 

before retiring in California. Farmer Rusk graduated from 

Missouri in 1909. His son, William D., was the first son of a 

FarmHouse man to be initiated into FarmHouse in 1933.

 1885 Born on December 17, 1885, in CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 

 1904–08 University of Missouri, student

 1908 Farm manager, C.H. Mackey Estate, LONG ISLAND, N.Y.

 1909 University of Missouri, student and teaching

 1910 Farm manager, Reidnor Farm, KANSAS CITY, MO.

 1911–13 Farm manager, A.S. Burr Estate, BEMENT, ILL. 

 1913–15 County Extension Agent, Audrain County, MEXICO, MO. 

 1915–19 County Extension Agent, Adams County, QUINCY, ILL. 

 1919–21 Farm manager, Mississippi River Farm, PALMYRA, MO. 

 1921–28 County Extension Agent, Macoupin County, CARLINVILLE, ILL. 

 1928–34 Agriculture Director, CIMCO Railway and Farm Service  
  Director for WENR/WMAQ Radio, CHICAGO. 

 1934–35 County Extension Agent, Coles County, CHARLESTON, ILL. 

 1935–48 Director of Farm Sales and Supervisor, Rhum Phosphate  
  and Chemical Company, MT. PLEASANT, TENN. 

 1948–50 Manger, Rusk Haven Hotel, BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 

 1950–55 Farm manager, Rusk Haven II, HERMITAGE, MO. 

 1955-65 Retirement in Southern California (YUCAIPA, JOSHUA TREE  
  AND CLAREMONT, CALIF). 

 1968 Died on June 22, 1968, at age 82. 
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HILLSIDE MEMORIAL PARK
1540 Alessandro Road 
San Bernardino County
Redlands, California 92373

MONUMENT

Block 5, Row 229, Lot 230.
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HENRY P. RUSK

6

1885–1954
Champaign, Ill.

HENRY P. RUSK (1884–1954) spent most of his 

professional career on staff at the University 

of Illinois, including the last 13 years of his 

career as Dean of the College of Agriculture. 

He received a bachelor’s in 1908 and master’s 

in 1911, both from the University of Missouri. He 

served in the department of animal husbandry 

at Illinois from 1910–1939. He was head of the 

department from 1922–1939.

Among numerous accomplishments, he 

was the chair the Presidential Commission on 

Agriculture from 1948–1954. Rusk provided 

leadership to multiple national, state and 

local boards and organizations. He received 

honorary doctorates from three universities.

 1884 Born near RANTOUL, ILL. 

 1904–1911 University of Missouri, student and graduate work

 1911–52 University of Illinois, professor, department head and  
  Dean of Agriculture (1939–52). 

 1954 Died on January 9, 1954, at age 69, in Champaign, Ill. 

MT. HOPE CEMETERY
611 E Pennsylvania Avenue
Champaign County
Champaign, Illinois 61820

The grave is located along 
the western edge of Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, on 4th Street, north of 
the intersection of 4th and Kirby 
Avenue/Florida Avenue, east of 
Memorial Stadium on the University 
of Illinois campus. 

The family head stone faces east, 
with two individual graves for Rusk 
and his spouse. Flanking the family 
head stone are two evergreen yew 
bushes. Roselawn Section, Block G, 
Lot 168 of the Cemetery.
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MELVIN E. SHERWIN

7

1881–1924 
Raleigh, N.C.

MELVIN E. SHERWIN (1881–1924) was head 

of the soils department at what is now called 

North Carolina State University, when he died 

at age 42. After graduating with a bachelor’s 

in agriculture in 1908, he received a masters 

in agriculture from the University of California-

Berkeley in 1909. He spent one year as an 

agronomy instructor at the University of Maine 

before he joined the staff at NC State in 1910.

 1881 Born on July 17, 1881, S.D.

 1903–08 University of Missouri, student

 1908–09 University of California-Berkeley, graduate work

 1909–11 University of Maine, agronomy professor

 1911–24 North Carolina State University,  
  professor & department head. 

 1924 Died on January 5, 1924, at age 42, in Raleigh, N.C.

OAKWOOD CEMETERY
701 Oakwood Ave
Wake County 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Section Beechwood, 
Division O, Plot 2-C. The 
headstone faces east and is 
along the north boundary 
fence near the base of a 
large tree.

MONUMENT
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REFLECTIONS ON  
THE FARMHOUSE  

FOUNDING FATHERS

IN RESEARCHING the final resting places of our founding 

seven, we asked and you answered the call to share your 

memories and reflections on the Founding Fathers. Shared 

here are some of the special and unique memories of these 

great men in our brothers own words... 

DURING MY TENURE leading the Fraternity, I considered 

it a great honor to meet and correspond with five of the 

seven founders - Doane, Krusekopf, Howard, Hutchison 

and E. Rusk. None gave much direct advice on how the 

Fraternity should operate, but all were proud of the growth 

and the achievements of FarmHouse some 50+ years after 

its founding. Doane was the front man, and rightly so as it 

was evident many years later, he was still the leader of the 

group. Krusey (Krusekopf) was a gentleman and intellectual 

who I admired greatly for his work associated with the Indian 

Claims Commission. He remained modest and down to earth, 

while being an authority on so many topics as a researcher 

and agronomist. Hutchison was a very proper man who was 

widely admired in higher education and public service circles. 

I did not meet Howard in-person, but did correspond with 

him and later his wife after his passing. Lastly, I met “Farmer” 

Rusk on a few occasions, first at the Minneapolis Conclave in 

1960 where he addressed the delegates. He was a go-getter, 

a character and had a rough and ready type personality. He 

was proud to be a farmer and you knew it.

Darl Snyder (IA 42), Master Builder

Pomona, Calif. 

Snyder served as the Fraternity’s part-time executive secretary and 

then first full-time executive director from 1959–69. 
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IN JULY OF 1961, I met Mr. Doane at a beef cattle improvement 

seminar at Colorado State University. We were staying in one 

of the university dorms on the west edge of the campus and 

as several of us gathered in the lobby early morning I asked if 

anyone would like to walk to the Union for breakfast and the 

meeting (as most would be driving). Mr. Doane was the only 

one who responded ‘I sure would,’ and we had a delightful 

visit enroute. I was impressed, both with the constructive 

nature of our conversation and the fact that he, one of the 

older persons in the group, was ready and eager to walk.

 

Duane Acker (IA 49), Master Builder 

Atlantic, Iowa 

WHILE I NEVER HAD A CHANCE TO MEET D. Howard 

Doane, I did have the privilege and honor of being President/

CEO of the company he founded in 1920. Doane Agricultural 

Services, in St. Louis, Mo. Mr. Doane pioneered several new 

services for the agricultural industry that continue today.

Its original business was providing management services 

for landowners who did not operate their own farms/ranches. 

A first in agricultural business.

To keep the company’s farm managers informed, Mr. 

Doane began sending them a monthly newsletter with crop 

and livestock management tips, recent land sale prices, 

rental rates and other valuable information. It’s frequency 

was increased from monthly to weekly. Others also wanted 

the information, so the Doane Agricultural Report newsletter 

was launched as a commercial enterprise. The newsletter 

was expanded to include commodity price forecasts and 

marketing recommendations—another first in the business.

In the 1960s, agri-marketers wanted to know more about 

farmers/ranchers’ purchases and activities. Doane began 

sending a survey to its renters and the first agricultural 

market research firm was born.

Following his retirement, the company was split into three 

divisions and sold. The owner of what was Doane Farm 

Management is Farmers National Co., Omaha, Neb. Vance 

Publishing, Lincolnshire, Ill., now owns what was Doane 

Information Services. And Doane Marketing Research is now 

owned by the multinational research firm GfK.

When I joined the company in 1991, there were several 

employees who worked at the firm while Mr. Doane was still 

actively managing it. They told me he was a quiet and very 

thoughtful man who was a wonderful employer. He treated 

his employees well, earning their trust and respect. 

The opportunity to run the company Mr. Doane founded 

became available and I jumped at the chance. I thought it 

only fitting that a FarmHouse man manage the company the 

Founder of our fraternity started, still bearing his name.

I was with Doane Agricultural Services as President/CEO 

until 2005. At that time, I formed Henderson Communications 

and purchased Agri Marketing magazine and its related media 

from Doane. So, one of Mr. Doane’s legacies, FarmHouse 

Fraternity, helped me start my career and my own business 

ventures are connected to another of his legacies. For that, 

my family and I are forever grateful!

 

Lynn Henderson (IA 74)

Des Moines, Iowa

DADDY DOANE visited the Mizzou Chapter House during 

my freshman year in 1977. I had him sign my pledge paddle 

right at the top. I still have the paddle bearing his signature, 

which I consider a great point of FarmHouse pride!

 

Tim I. Ewing (MO 78)

Fordland, Mo. 
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I INTERVIEWED D. Howard Doane while attending the 

Conclave held at Estes Park, Colorado, as an undergraduate 

member at Michigan State in 1962. I purchased an inexpensive 

portable reel-to-reel tape recorder on which I recorded 

some of that dialogue. It was a privilege to attend Conclave, 

riding from Chicago on the Denver Zephyr.  I had never seen 

mountains! When I had pictured ‘Daddy’ Doane in my mind’s 

eye ahead of that event I had imagined him to be a strikingly 

forceful statesman. The person I met and listened to while 

he was at the Conclave was the ‘father’ that his nickname 

implied and immediately, a person that I knew cared about 

the future and those that could provide the leadership 

needed in agriculture and society.  

 

Jim Gibson (MI 62)

Mankato, Minn.

IN 1973, soon after I earned the title, Accredited Farm 

Manager(AFM), from the American Society of Farm 

Managers and Rural Appraisers, I received a handwritten 

letter, which I still have, from D. Howard Doane. It was a 

personal congratulatory note on the accreditation and he 

noted we shared the same initials.. Having founded ASFMRA, 

Doane was proud of all who achieved this credential and I 

was struck by the personal approach he took in welcoming 

those to the craft. 

D. Howard Doster (OH 53)

Waynesville, Ohio

SUCH ROLE INCLUDES  
THE REQUEST TO: 

I RECALL BOTH KRUSEY AND DADDY DOANE attending 

many functions at the Missouri Chapter over the years. Their 

personalities were quite different, as Krusey often served as 

the role of social chair and wanted to spend time talking 

with brothers and enjoying fellowship, while Doane was the 

leader and task master, always ready to get to work! I recall 

the combination being a good reflection of what FarmHouse 

is to so many—fellowship, friendship, leadership and action. 

Dave Middleton (MO 71)

Mount Vernon, Mo. 

The International 
Fraternity is 
seeking volunteers 
to be designated 
stewards  
of each of the 
seven Founders’ 
memorial sites.

To learn more or to 
volunteer, please 
contact Chad Harris at 
chad@farmhouse.org. 

visit the site once a year (perhaps 
on Founders’ Day, Memorial Day  
or date of death/birth)

1

tend the site as appropriate (clean  
and scrub)

2

lay flowers or a wreath in 
appreciation 

3

to offer collective thanks on 
behalf of the brotherhood 
in an act of reverence

4


